DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
this, and at an early age you yourself ceased to obey."
"A commander must also submit to order, and there must be order and discipline among the soldiers. The soldier understands that readily. By nature I am not a ruler, but I know that the masses must be led. My method of leadership is not despotic but more by way of suggestion. The art of commanding properly is not easy: firm, laconic, suggestive; and, above all, what is demanded must be reasonable and useful."
"I have never understood," I said, "why the Bolsheviks allowed you free passage with your arms? Did not the October Revolution come as a surprise to you? Or were you really so strong that, as Dr. Kramar said, you could have beaten the young Bolsheviks and, as he put it, 'saved Russia'?"
"I did not expect the kind of revolution that Lenin carried out," said Masaryk, "but I expected that the failures of the Russian army would give rise to trouble. Anyhow, at that time we were better organised than the Bolsheviks, but we were not strong enough to subdue them throughout the whole of that immense country. If we fought them
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